United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/741,674 



FILING DATE 



12/19/20(0 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



John A. Ihaockmoilon 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



ITL.1705US (T17674) 



21906 7590 07/22/2( 

TROP PRUNER & HU, PC 

1616 S. VOSS ROAD, SUITE 750 

HOUSTON, TX 77057-2631 



PARRY, CHRISTOPHER L 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Application/Control Number: 10/741,674 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2623 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

In response to applicant's argument (Page 3, 1 st U, lines 1-2) stating it is unclear 
which of the media server of the clients are relied upon as the media playing systems in 
the rejection, the examiner points out that PVR Media Server^ are relied upon for 
"networking two distinct media-playing system". 

Putterman discloses in figure 1 , networking two distinct media-playing 
systems (i.e., PVR - Media Sen/en which receives video signals from satellite and PVR 
- Media Server 2 which receives signals from cable; U 0024) each media-playing 
system including video resources (i.e., PVR - Media Servers include storage 230 
and receive video signals from satellite or cable providers; see figures 1-2; If 0022- 
0025), including a tuner (i.e., tunersi. n ; see figure 2; If 0024), that may be accessed 
and used by the other media-playing systems (i.e., if all tuners on PVR - Media 
Sen/en are busy, PVR - Media Server! may query PVR - Media Servers 2 - n to see if any 
tuners are free, thus accessing other media-playing systems; U 0005-0006 and 0044). 

In response to applicant's argument (Page 3, 4 th U, lines 1-3) stating it is unclear 
as to what controller the examiner is referring to, the examiner points out the fact that 
since PVR - Media Servers contain tuners and storage, a controller although not shown 
in any figure or explicitly referenced, a controller is used by each PVR - Media Server to 
control storage of video and control which frequency each tuner tunes to. Any type of 
server must contain a controller in order to control operations within the server. 
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Furthermore, Putterman discloses the system forwards a client's request to a 
designated PVR - Media Server and PVR - Media Server is responsible for controlling 
one of the plurality of tuners to tune to the requested channel for the client flj 0005 and 
0023-0024). 



